EPISTLE AND GOSPEL
READINGS
EPISTLE READING:
Prokeimenon. Mode 4.
Daniel 3.26,27
Blessed are you, O Lord, the God of our
fathers.
Verse: For you are just in all you have done.
The reading is from St. Paul's Letter to the
Colossians 1:12-18
Brethren, we give thanks to the Father who has
qualified us to share in the inheritance of the
saints in light. He has delivered us from the
dominion of darkness and transferred us to the
kingdom of his beloved Son, in whom we have
redemption, the forgiveness of sins. He is the
image of the invisible God, the first-born of all
creation; for in him all things were created, in
heaven and on earth, visible and invisible,
whether thrones or dominions or principalities or
authorities - all things were created through him
and for him. He is before all things, and in him
all things hold together. He is the head of the
body, the church; he is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, that in everything he might
be preeminent.
Προκείμενον. Ήχος δ'.
Δανιήλ 3.26-27
Εὐλογητὸς εἶ, Κύριε, ὁ Θεὸς τῶν Πατέρων
ἡμῶν.
Στίχ. Ὅτι δίκαιος εἶ ἐπὶ πᾶσιν, οἷς ἐποίησας
ἡμῖν.
Πρὸς Κολοσσαεῖς 1:12-18 τὸ ἀνάγνωσμα
Ἀδελφοί, εὐχαριστοῦντες τῷ πατρὶ τῷ
ἱκανώσαντι ἡμᾶς εἰς τὴν μερίδα τοῦ κλήρου τῶν
ἁγίων ἐν τῷ φωτί, ὃς ἐρρύσατο ἡμᾶς ἐκ τῆς
ἐξουσίας τοῦ σκότους, καὶ μετέστησεν εἰς τὴν
βασιλείαν τοῦ υἱοῦ τῆς ἀγάπης αὐτοῦ, ἐν ᾧ
ἔχομεν τὴν ἀπολύτρωσιν, τὴν ἄφεσιν τῶν
ἁμαρτιῶν· ὅς ἐστιν εἰκὼν τοῦ θεοῦ τοῦ ἀοράτου,
πρωτότοκος πάσης κτίσεως· ὅτι ἐν αὐτῷ
ἐκτίσθη τὰ πάντα, τὰ ἐν τοῖς οὐρανοῖς καὶ τὰ ἐπὶ
τῆς γῆς, τὰ ὁρατὰ καὶ τὰ ἀόρατα, εἴτε θρόνοι,
εἴτε κυριότητες, εἴτε ἀρχαί, εἴτε ἐξουσίαι· τὰ
πάντα διʼ αὐτοῦ καὶ εἰς αὐτὸν ἔκτισται· καὶ

αὐτός ἐστιν πρὸ πάντων, καὶ τὰ πάντα ἐν αὐτῷ
συνέστηκεν. Καὶ αὐτός ἐστιν ἡ κεφαλὴ τοῦ
σώματος, τῆς ἐκκλησίας· ὅς ἐστιν ἀρχή,
πρωτότοκος ἐκ τῶν νεκρῶν, ἵνα γένηται ἐν
πᾶσιν αὐτὸς πρωτεύων·
GOSPEL READING:
The Gospel According to Matthew 1:1-25
The book of the Genealogy of Jesus Christ,
the son of David, the son of Abraham.
Abraham was the father of Isaac, and Isaac the
father of Jacob, and Jacob the father of Judah
and his brothers, and Judah the father of Perez
and Zerah by Tamar, and Perez the father of
Hezron, and Hezron the father of Aram, and
Aram the father of Amminadab, and
Amminadab the father of Nahshon, and
Nahshon the father of Salmon, and Salmon the
father of Boaz by Rahab, and Boaz the father of
Obed by Ruth, and Obed the father of Jesse, and
Jesse the father of David the king.
And David was the father of Solomon by the
wife of Uriah, and Solomon the father of
Rehoboam, and Rehoboam the father of Abijah,
and Abijah the father of Asa, and Asa the father
of Jehoshaphat, and Jehoshaphat the father of
Joram, and Joram the father of Uzziah, and
Uzziah the father of Jotham, and Jotham the
father of Ahaz, and Ahaz the father of Hezekiah,
and Hezekiah the father of Manasseh, and
Manasseh the father of Amon, and Amon the
father of Josiah, and Josiah the father of
Jechoniah and his brothers, at the time of the
deportation to Babylon.
And after the deportation to Babylon: Jechoniah
was the father of Salathiel, and Salathiel the
father of Zerubbabel, and Zerubbabel the father
of Abiud, and Abiud the father of Eliakim, and
Eliakim the father of Azor, and Azor the father
of Zadok, and Zadok the father of Achim, and
Achim the father of Eliud, and Eliud the father
of Eleazar, and Eleazar the father of Matthan,
and Matthan the father of Jacob, and Jacob the
father of Joseph the husband of Mary, of whom
Jesus was born, who is called Christ.
So all the generations from Abraham to David
were fourteen generations, and from David to

the deportation to Babylon fourteen generations,
and from the deportation to Babylon to the
Christ fourteen generations.
Now the birth of Jesus Christ took place in this
way. When his mother Mary had been betrothed
to Joseph, before they came together she was
found to be with child of the Holy Spirit; and her
husband Joseph, being a just man and unwilling
to put her to shame, resolved to divorce her
quietly. But as he considered this, behold, an
angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream,
saying, "Joseph, son of David, do not fear to
take Mary your wife, for that which is conceived
in her is of the Holy Spirit; she will bear a son,
and you shall call his name Jesus, for he will
save his people from their sins." All this took
place to fulfill what the Lord had spoken by the
prophet: "Behold, a virgin shall conceive and
bear a son, and his name shall be called
Emmanuel" (which means, God with us). When
Joseph woke from sleep, he did as the angel of
the Lord commanded him; he took his wife, but
knew her not until she had borne a son; and he
called his name Jesus.
Ἐκ τοῦ Κατὰ Ματθαῖον 1:1-25 Εὐαγγελίου τὸ
Ἀνάγνωσμα
Βίβλος γενέσεως ᾿Ιησοῦ Χριστοῦ, υἱοῦ Δαυῒδ
υἱοῦ ᾿Αβραάμ. ᾿Αβραὰμ ἐγέννησε τὸν ᾿Ισαάκ,
᾿Ισαὰκ δὲ ἐγέννησε τὸν ᾿Ιακώβ, ᾿Ιακὼβ δὲ
ἐγέννησε τὸν ᾿Ιούδαν καὶ τοὺς ἀδελφοὺς αὐτοῦ,
᾿Ιούδας δὲ ἐγέννησε τὸν Φαρὲς καὶ τὸν Ζαρὰ ἐκ
τῆς Θάμαρ, Φαρὲς δὲ ἐγέννησε τὸν ᾿Εσρώμ,
᾿Εσρὼμ δὲ ἐγέννησε τὸν ᾿Αράμ, ᾿Αρὰμ δὲ
ἐγέννησε τὸν ᾿Αμιναδάβ, ᾿Αμιναδὰβ δὲ
ἐγέννησε τὸν Ναασσών, Ναασσὼν δὲ ἐγέννησε
τὸν Σαλμών, Σαλμὼν δὲ ἐγέννησε τὸν Βοὸζ ἐκ
τῆς ῾Ραχάβ, Βοὸζ δὲ ἐγέννησε τὸν ᾿Ωβὴδ ἐκ τῆς
῾Ρούθ, ᾿Ωβὴδ δὲ ἐγέννησε τὸν ᾿Ιεσσαί, ᾿Ιεσσαὶ
δὲ ἐγέννησε τὸν Δαυῒδ τὸν βασιλέα. Δαυῒδ δὲ ὁ
βασιλεὺς ἐγέννησε τὸν Σολομῶνα ἐκ τῆς τοῦ
Οὐρίου, Σολομὼν δὲ ἐγέννησε τὸν ῾Ροβοάμ,
῾Ροβοὰμ δὲ ἐγέννησε τὸν ᾿Αβιά, ᾿Αβιὰ δὲ
ἐγέννησε τὸν ᾿Ασά, ᾿Ασὰ δὲ ἐγέννησε τὸν
᾿Ιωσαφάτ, ᾿Ιωσαφὰτ δὲ ἐγέννησε τὸν ᾿Ιωράμ,
᾿Ιωρὰμ δὲ ἐγέννησε τὸν ᾿Οζίαν, ᾿Οζίας δὲ
ἐγέννησε τὸν ᾿Ιωάθαμ, ᾿Ιωάθαμ δὲ ἐγέννησε τὸν

῎Αχαζ, ῎Αχαζ δὲ ἐγέννησε τὸν ᾿Εζεκίαν,
᾿Εζεκίας δὲ ἐγέννησε τὸν Μανασσῆ, Μανασσῆς
δὲ ἐγέννησε τὸν ᾿Αμών, ᾿Αμὼν δὲ ἐγέννησε τὸν
᾿Ιωσίαν, ᾿Ιωσίας δὲ ἐγέννησε τὸν ᾿Ιεχονίαν καὶ
τοὺς ἀδελφοὺς αὐτοῦ ἐπὶ τῆς μετοικεσίας
Βαβυλῶνος.
Μετὰ δὲ τὴν μετοικεσίαν Βαβυλῶνος ᾿Ιεχονίας
ἐγέννησε τὸν Σαλαθιήλ, Σαλαθιὴλ δὲ ἐγέννησε
τὸν Ζοροβάβελ, Ζοροβάβελ δὲ ἐγέννησε τὸν
᾿Αβιούδ, ᾿Αβιοὺδ δὲ ἐγέννησε τὸν ᾿Ελιακείμ,
᾿Ελιακεὶμ δὲ ἐγέννησε τὸν ᾿Αζώρ, ᾿Αζὼρ δὲ
ἐγέννησε τὸν Σαδώκ, Σαδὼκ δὲ ἐγέννησε τὸν
᾿Αχείμ, ᾿Αχεὶμ δὲ ἐγέννησε τὸν ᾿Ελιούδ,
᾿Ελιοὺδ δὲ ἐγέννησε τὸν ᾿Ελεάζαρ, ᾿Ελεάζαρ δὲ
ἐγέννησε τὸν Ματθάν, Ματθὰν δὲ ἐγέννησε τὸν
᾿Ιακώβ, ᾿Ιακὼβ δὲ ἐγέννησε τὸν ᾿Ιωσὴφ τὸν
ἄνδρα Μαρίας, ἐξ ἧς ἐγεννήθη ᾿Ιησοῦς ὁ
λεγόμενος Χριστός. Πᾶσαι οὖν αἱ γενεαὶ ἀπὸ
᾿Αβραὰμ ἕως Δαυῒδ γενεαὶ δεκατέσσαρες, καὶ
ἀπὸ Δαυῒδ ἕως τῆς μετοικεσίας Βαβυλῶνος
γενεαὶ δεκατέσσαρες, καὶ ἀπὸ τῆς μετοικεσίας
Βαβυλῶνος ἕως τοῦ Χριστοῦ γενεαὶ
δεκατέσσαρες.
Τοῦ δὲ ᾿Ιησοῦ Χριστοῦ ἡ γέννησις οὕτως ἦν.
μνηστευθείσης γὰρ τῆς μητρὸς αὐτοῦ Μαρίας
τῷ ᾿Ιωσήφ, πρὶν ἢ συνελθεῖν αὐτοὺς εὑρέθη ἐν
γαστρὶ ἔχουσα ἐκ Πνεύματος ῾Αγίου. ᾿Ιωσὴφ δὲ
ὁ ἀνὴρ αὐτῆς, δίκαιος ὢν καὶ μὴ θέλων αὐτὴν
παραδειγματίσαι, ἐβουλήθη λάθρα ἀπολῦσαι
αὐτήν. ταῦτα δὲ αὐτοῦ ἐνθυμηθέντος ἰδοὺ
ἄγγελος Κυρίου κατ᾿ ὄναρ ἐφάνη αὐτῷ λέγων·
᾿Ιωσὴφ υἱὸς Δαυΐδ, μὴ φοβηθῇς παραλαβεῖν
Μαριὰμ τὴν γυναῖκά σου· τὸ γὰρ ἐν αὐτῇ
γεννηθὲν ἐκ Πνεύματός ἐστιν ῾Αγίου. τέξεται δὲ
υἱὸν καὶ καλέσεις τὸ ὄνομα αὐτοῦ ᾿Ιησοῦν·
αὐτὸς γὰρ σώσει τὸν λαὸν αὐτοῦ ἀπὸ τῶν
ἁμαρτιῶν αὐτῶν. Τοῦτο δὲ ὅλον γέγονεν ἵνα
πληρωθῇ τὸ ῥηθὲν ὑπὸ τοῦ Κυρίου διὰ τοῦ
προφήτου λέγοντος· ἰδοὺ ἡ παρθένος ἐν γαστρὶ
ἕξει καὶ τέξεται υἱόν, καὶ καλέσουσι τὸ ὄνομα
αὐτοῦ ᾿Εμμανουήλ, ὅ ἐστι μεθερμηνευόμενον
μεθ᾿ ἡμῶν ὁ Θεός. Διεγερθεὶς δὲ ὁ ᾿Ιωσὴφ ἀπὸ
τοῦ ὕπνου ἐποίησεν ὡς προσέταξεν αὐτῷ ὁ
ἄγγελος Κυρίου καὶ παρέλαβε τὴν γυναῖκα
αὐτοῦ, καὶ οὐκ ἐγίνωσκεν αὐτὴν ἕως οὗ ἔτεκε
τὸν υἱὸν αὐτῆς τὸν πρωτότοκον, καὶ ἐκάλεσε τὸ
ὄνομα αὐτοῦ ᾿Ιησοῦν.

“Sunday Before Nativity”
Sunday, December 20th, 2020
8:15 a.m. - Orthros
9:30 a.m. - Divine Liturgy
Thursday, December 24th, 2020
Eve of the Nativity of Christ
8:00 a.m. Royal Hours
9:30 a.m. Divine Liturgy
10:15 p.m. Nativity Orthros
11:30 p.m. Divine Liturgy

MEMORIAL SERVICE
The Memorial Service this morning is for the
1-year memorial of Deena Martin beloved
sister of Tula Dedaskalou; and the 14-year
memorial of Mena Dedaskalou beloved
husband of Tula Dedaskalou. May their
memories be eternal!
PHILOPTOCHOS CHRISTMAS
PASTRIES STILL AVAILABLE
Ladies of St. Irene Philoptochos will have
Christmas pastries available for purchase
through the end of the month Click here to
order: https://orders.atasteofgreeceaz.com/
ALTAR SERVERS
Boys ages 8-18 who are interested in serving
in the altar please contact the church office.
LIVE-STREAMING OF SERVICES
If you are not able to join us in person, we
invite you to pray and worship with us from
your home.
https://www.facebook.com/Saint-KatherineGreek-Orthodox-Church-Chandler-AZ224020650946288/

ATTENDING SERVICES IN PERSON
up to 100 parishioners may now attend each
liturgy. Reservations may be made through
the link on the St. Katherine website. If you
do not have a computer, please contact the
office for assistance. Parishioners who have
not attended a liturgy service will be given
priority to sign up until Thursday at 12 noon.
If space remains available after that time
parishioners, regardless of prior attendance
my sign up on a first come first served basis
through Saturday. Masks must be worn.
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Sunday before Nativity
Forefeast of the Nativity of Our
Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ
Ignatius the God-Bearer, Bishop
of Antioch

Reading:

OFFICE HOURS
Tuesday-Thursday, 9:30am-3:30pm. Closed
for lunch 12:00-1:00.
PLEASE NOTE…
It costs $100 dollars per week per family to
operate Saint Katherine Greek Orthodox
Church. Please prayerfully consider your
stewardship. We certainly appreciate all those
who give their time, talent & tithes. Thank you
for your love and commitment to Saint
Katherine!

Greek Archdiocese of America: www.goarch.org
Metropolis of San Francisco:
www.sanfran.goarch.org
St. Katherine Bulletin, Spirit & Calendar:
www.st-katherine.org

Saints and Feasts

2716 N. Dobson Rd., Ste. 101
Chandler, Arizona 85224
Phone & Fax: (480) 899-3330
Website: www.st-katherine.org
E-mail: office@st-katherine.org
Church Office Hours:
Tuesday-Thursday 9:30 a.m. – 3:30 p.m.

Closed 12:00 – 1:00p.m. for lunch

Proistamenos:
Rev. Fr. Timothy Pavlatos
frtimskchurch@gmail.com
Assistant Priest:
Fr. Basil Rosu
Priest Emeritus:
Fr. Demetrios Kavouras

Ignatius the God-Bearer, Bishop of
Antioch
Saint Ignatius was a disciple of Saint John
the Theologian, and a successor of the
Apostles, and he became the second
Bishop of Antioch, after Evodus. He wrote
many epistles to the faithful, strengthening
them in their confession, and preserving
for us the teachings of the holy Apostles.
Brought to Rome under Trajan, he was
surrendered to lions to be eaten, and so
finished the course of martyrdom about
the year 107. The remnants of his bones
were carefully gathered by the faithful and
brought to Antioch. He is called Godbearer, as one who bare God within
himself and was aflame in heart with love
for Him. Therefore, in his Epistle to the
Romans (ch. 4), imploring their love not
to attempt to deliver him from his longedfor martyrdom, he said, "I am the wheat of
God, and am ground by the teeth of the
wild beasts, that I may be found to be the
pure bread of God."

We extend a warm welcome to all visitors worshipping with us today; we are glad
you are here!

