EPISTLE AND GOSPEL

READINGS

EPISTLE READING:
Acts of the Apostles 2:1-11
Prokeimenon. Mode 4.

Psalm 18.4,1

Their voice has gone out into all the earth.
Verse: The heavens declare the glory of God.
The reading is from Acts of the Apostles 2:1-11

WHEN THE DAY of Pentecost had come, they were all
together in one place. And suddenly a sound came from
heaven like the rush of a mighty wind, and it filled all the
house where they were sitting. And there appeared to them
tongues as of fire, distributed and resting on each one of
them. And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and
began to speak in other tongues, as the Spirit gave them
utterance. Now there were dwelling in Jerusalem Jews,
devout men from every nation under heaven. And at this
sound the multitude came together, and they were
bewildered, because each one heard them speaking in his
own language. And they were amazed and wondered,
saying, "Are not all these who are speaking Galileans? And
how is it that we hear, each of us in his own native
language? Parthians and Medes and Elamites and residents
of Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, Pontos and Asia,
Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya
belonging to Cyrene, and visitors from Rome, both Jews and
proselytes, Cretans and Arabians, we hear them telling in
our own tongues the mighty works of God."

GOSPEL READING:
Holy Pentecost
The Gospel According to John 7:37-52; 8:12

On the last day of the feast, the great day, Jesus stood up
and proclaimed, "If any one thirst, let him come to me and
drink. He who believes in me, as the scripture has said, 'Out
of his heart shall flow rivers of living water." Now this he
said about the Spirit, which those who believed in him were
to receive; for as yet the Spirit had not been given, because
Jesus was not yet glorified.

When they heard these words, some of the people said,
"This is really the prophet.” Others said, "This is the
Christ." But some said, "Is the Christ to come from Galilee?
Has not the scripture said that the Christ is descended from
David, and comes from Bethlehem, the village where David
was?" So there was a division among the people over him.

Some of them wanted to arrest him, but no one laid hands
on him.

The officers then went back to the chief priest and
Pharisees, who said to them, "Why did you not bring him?"
The officers answered, "No man ever spoke like this man!"
The Pharisees answered them, "Are you led astray, you
also? Have any of the authorities or of the Pharisees
believed in him? But this crowd, who do not know the law,
are accursed." Nikodemos, who had gone to him before, and
who was one of them, said to them, "Does our law judge a
man without first giving him a hearing and learning what he
does?" They replied, "Are you from Galilee too? Search and
you will see that no prophet is to rise from Galilee." Again
Jesus spoke to them, saying, "I am the light of the world; he
who follows me will not walk in darkness, but will have the
light of life."

SAINTS AND FEASTS:
On this day, we commemorate:

e Holy Pentecost

e Our Father Metrophanes, Archbishop of
Constantinople

e Mary & Martha, the sisters of Lazarus

e  Sophia of Thrace, The Mother of Orphans

Readings:

Holy Pentecost

After the Saviour's Ascension into the Heavens, the eleven
Apostles and the rest of His disciples, the God-loving
women who followed after Him from the beginning, His
Mother, the most holy Virgin Mary, and His brethren-all
together about 120 souls returned from the Mount of Olives
to Jerusalem. Entering into the house where they gathered,
they went into the upper room, and there they persevered in
prayer and supplication, awaiting the coming of the Holy
Spirit, as their Divine Teacher had promised them. In the
meanwhile, they chose Matthias, who was elected to take
the place of Judas among the Apostles.

Thus, on this day, the seventh Sunday of Pascha, the tenth
day after the Ascension and the fiftieth day after Pascha, at
the third hour of the day from the rising of the sun, there
suddenly came a sound from Heaven, as when a mighty
wind blows, and it filled the whole house where the
Apostles and the rest with them were gathered. Immediately
after the sound, there appeared tongues of fire that divided
and rested upon the head of each one. Filled with the Spirit,
all those present began speaking not in their native tongue,
but in other tongues and dialects, as the Holy Spirit
instructed them.

The multitudes that had come together from various places
for the feast, most of whom were Jews by race and religion,
were called Parthians, Medes, Elamites, and so forth,
according to the places where they dwelt. Though they

spoke many different tongues, they were present in
Jerusalem by divine dispensation. When they heard that
sound that came down from Heaven to the place where the
disciples of Christ were gathered, all ran together to learn
what had taken place. But they were confounded when they
came and heard the Apostles speaking in their own tongues.
Marvelling at this, they said one to another, "Behold, are not
all these which speak Galileans? And how hear we every
man in our own tongue, wherein we were born?" But others,
because of their foolishness and excess of evil, mocked the
wonder and said that the Apostles were drunken.

Then Peter stood up with the eleven, and raising his voice,
spoke to all the people, proving that that which had taken
place was not drunkenness, but the fulfilment of God's
promise that had been spoken by the Prophet Joel: "And it
shall come to pass in the last days, that | shall pour out of
My Spirit upon all flesh, and your sons and daughters shall
prophesy" (Joel 2:28), and he preached Jesus of Nazareth
unto them, proving in many ways that He is Christ the Lord,
Whom the Jews crucified but God raised from the dead. On
hearing Peter's teaching, many were smitten with
compunction and received the word. Thus, they were
baptized, and on that day about three thousand souls were
added to the Faith of Christ.

Such, therefore, are the reasons for today's feast: the coming
of the All-holy Spirit into the world, the completion of the
Lord Jesus Christ's promise, and the fulfilment of the hope
of the sacred disciples, which we celebrate today. This is
the final feast of the great mystery and dispensation of
God's incarnation. On this last, and great, and saving day of
Pentecost, the Apostles of the Saviour, who were unlearned
fishermen, made wise now of a sudden by the Holy Spirit,
clearly and with divine authority spoke the heavenly
doctrines. They became heralds of the truth and teachers of
the whole world. On this day they were ordained and began
their apostleship, of which the salvation of those three
thousand souls in one day was the comely and marvellous
first fruit.

Some erroneously hold that Pentecost is the "birthday of the
Church." But this is not true, for the teaching of the holy
Fathers is that the Church existed before all other things. In
the second vision of The Shepherd of Hermas we read:
"Now brethren, a revelation was made unto me in my sleep
by a youth of exceeding fair form, who said to me, 'Whom
thinkest thou the aged woman, from whom thou receivedst
the book, to be?' | say, 'The Sibyl.' "Thou art wrong,' saith
he, 'she is not.' 'Who then is she?' | say. 'The Church,' saith
he. I said unto him, "Wherefore then is she aged?' 'Because,'
saith he, 'she was created before all things; therefore is she
aged, and for her sake the world was framed." Saint
Gregory the Theologian also speaks of "the Church of
Christ ... both before Christ and after Christ" (PG 35:1108-
9). Saint Epiphanius of Cyprus writes, "The Catholic
Church, which exists from the ages, is revealed most clearly
in the incarnate advent of Christ" (PG 42:640). Saint John
Damascene observes, "The Holy Catholic Church of God,
therefore, is the assembly of the holy Fathers, Patriarchs,

Prophets, Apostles, Evangelists, and Martyrs who have been
from the very beginning, to whom were added all the
nations who believed with one accord" (PG 96, 1357c).
According to Saint Gregory the Theologian, "The Prophets
established the Church, the Apostles conjoined it, and the
Evangelists set it in order" (PG 35, 589 A). The Church
existed from the creation of the Angels, for the Angels came
into existence before the creation of the world, and they
have always been members of the Church. Saint Clement,
Bishop of Rome, says in his second epistle to the
Corinthians, the Church “was created before the sun and
moon"; and a little further on, "The Church existeth not now
for the first time, but hath been from the beginning" (Il Cor.
14).

That which came to pass at Pentecost, then, was the
ordination of the Apostles, the commencement of the
apostolic preaching to the nations, and the inauguration of
the priesthood of the new Israel. Saint Cyril of Alexandria
says that "Our Lord Jesus Christ herein ordained the
instructors and teachers of the world and the stewards of
His divine Mysteries ... showing together with the dignity of
Apostleship, the incomparable glory of the authority given
them ... Revealing them to be splendid with the great dignity
of the Apostleship and showing them forth as both stewards
and priests of the divine altars . . . they became fit to initiate
others through the enlightening guidance of the Holy Spirit"
(PG 74, 708-712). Saint Gregory Palamas says, "Now,
therefore ... the Holy Spirit descended ... showing the
Disciples to be supernal luminaries ... and the distributed
grace of the Divine Spirit came through the ordination of
the Apostles upon their successors" (Homily 24, 10). And
Saint Sophronius, Bishop of Jerusalem, writes, "After the
visitation of the Comforter, the Apostles became high
priests" (PG 87, 3981B). Therefore, together with the
baptism of the Holy Spirit which came upon them who were
present in the upper chamber, which the Lord had foretold
as recorded in the Acts, "ye shall be baptized with the Holy
Spirit not many days hence" (Acts 1:5), the Apostles were
also appointed and raised to the high priestly rank,
according to Saint John Chrysostom (PG 60, 21). On this
day commenced the celebration of the Holy Eucharist by
which we become "partakers of the Divine Nature" (11 Peter
1:4). For before Pentecost, it is said of the Apostles and
disciples only that they abode in "prayer and supplication”
(Acts 1:14); it is only after the coming of the Holy Spirit
that they persevered in the "breaking of bread,"that is, the
communion of the Holy Mysteries-"and in prayer" (Acts
2:42).

The feast of holy Pentecost, therefore, determined the
beginning of the priesthood of grace, not the beginning of
the Church. Henceforth, the Apostles proclaimed the good
tidings "in country and town," preaching and baptizing and
appointing shepherds, imparting the priesthood to them
whom they judged were worthy to minister, as Saint
Clement writes in his first Epistle to the Corinthians (I Cor.
42).

All foods allowed during the week following Pentecost.



“Holy Pentecost”

Sunday, June 4", 2017

8:30am - Orthros

9:30am - Divine Liturgy

11:00am- Vespers & Kneeling Prayers
Saturday, June 10" —

3:00-5:00pm — Confession

5:00pm - Vespers

Parish Council Assignment Team #1 — Elaine,
Mena, Athena

FELLOWSHIP HOUR
The Fellowship hour this morning is being
hosted by the Parish Council.

BIBLE STUDY AND YAL
Tuesday, 7:10pm, Topic: 1 Jn. 3, Location:
School Building.

VOLUNTEERS TO SPONSOR
FELLOWSHIP HOUR Would you like to
sponsor a fellowship hour? Please contact the
church office at 480 899-3330.

REMINDER REGARDING COMMUNION
Please help us to facilitate a reverent and orderly
Holy Communion by adhering to the following
guidelines:

When Fr. Phil says “With the fear of God, with
faith and with love draw near!” a Parish Council
member will release those wishing to receive
Holy Communion one row at a time working
from the front of the church toward the back.
With the exception of the newly baptized who
are always first.

Please be patient and remain in your pew until
released. If you have any questions regarding the
order of Communion please ask a Parish
Council member.

Thank you for your cooperation,

Saint Katherine President, Demetrios Deliz

THANK YQU!

Sincere thanks to Mike Danielek from The Spirit
staff for the following note! Your thoughtfulness
and kindness are appreciated!

“To Whom It May Concern,

I have been around the whole United States and
looked at hundreds of monthly bulletins or
monthly newsletters from many GOC
Churches....St. Katherine NOW has a monthly
publication that has content, color, new events
and future dates to remember that is extremely
useful. In addition, the Sacraments Received,
Memorials Scheduled, Congratulatory
Announcement to our High School and College
graduates and last but by no means
least....Stewardship list....greatly needed and
most appreciated with levels of Joyful Giving.
Thank one and all who have put copious
amounts of time in previous months and in
particular to this volume. Thank you, Mike
Danielek”

UPCOMING EVENTS:

June 8th-11™: Camp Agape

June 10, 2017: Arizona Hellenic Foundation
Scholarship Luncheon

The Arizona Hellenic Foundation will hold its
annual Scholarship Luncheon on Saturday, June
10th, 12:30pm at the Old Spaghetti Factory,
Chandler Fashion Square Mall. Seven
scholarship recipients will be honored during
the luncheon. Cost of the luncheon is $20.00
inclusive (alcoholic and soft drinks excluded).
For tickets and reservations please contact Telis
Evripidou at 480 332-6957 or 480 899-3443

June 11" — Effie Karantinos’ Memorial

June 21%-26th: All Saints Summer Camp.

Late registration deadline is June 1! Please see
flier in Narthex for details.

August 5™ Tentative date for Philoptochos

Rummage Sale
Download & Print the Weekly Bulletin & Spirit at:
www.st-katherine.org/bulletin.htm

www.st-katherine.org/spirit.htm
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Phone: (480) 899-3330

Fax: (480) 812-9669

Website: www.st-katherine.org
E-mail: office@st-katherine.org
Church Office Hours:

Monday - Friday

9:30 am. - 3:30 p.m.

Lunch: 12:00 - 1:00p.m.
Proistamenos:

Rev. Fr. Philip S. Armstrong
Email: skcpriest@yahoo.com
Assisting Priest:

Fr. Demetrios Kavouras

APOLYTIKION AND KONTAKION
HYMNS

Resurrectional Apolytikion in the Grave
Tone

By Your cross, O Lord, You destroyed death;
to the thief You opened paradise. The myrrh-
bearers’ sorrow You transformed into joy, and
You sent Your apostles forth to proclaim that
You had risen from the dead, Christ our God,
bestowing on all the world Your great mercy.

Apolytikion for Pentecost

Blessed are You, O Christ our God. You made
the fishermen all-wise, by sending down upon
them the Holy Spirit, and through them You
drew the world into Your net. O Lover of
mankind, glory to You.

EdLoyntog &1, Xpioté 6 Ogdc udv, 6
TOVGOPOVG TOVG AALETC Avadei&ag,
Katoméuyog avtoig to [Mvedua 1o dylov, kol
S aOT@V TV oikovuEvNV caynvedoag,
QavOpoTe, 06Ea cot.

Kontakion for Pentecost

When the Most High God came down and
confused the tongues, He divided the nations.
When He distributed the tongues of fire, He
called all to unity. And with one voice we
glorify the all-holy Spirit.

“Orte katofag Tag YADGGOC GUVEYEE,
depépilev €6vn 6 “Yyiotog dte 10D TLpOg
TAG YADOOOG SIEVELEY, EIC EVOTNTA TAVTAG
€KOAeDE, Kol CLUPOVAG doEGLopeY TO
movayov Tvedpua.

Welcome to all our visitors worshipping with us today!
We’re glad you’re here! Please join us at our Fellowship Hour immediately following the Divine
Liturgy to meet fellow parishioners and learn more about the community.
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