
  

  

Saint Katherine Greek Orthodox Church 

 
Our Clergy: 

Fr. Timothy Pavlatos, Proistamenos 
Fr. Philip Armstrong, Priest Emeritus 

Fr. Demetrios Kavouras, Priest Emeritus  
 

Contact Us: 
480-899-3330 • office@st-katherine.org •  www.stkatherineaz.org  

 

Church Office Hours: 
Tuesday-Thursday 9:30 a.m.-3:30 p.m. Closed 12:00-1:00 p.m. for lunch  

Fr. Timothy is off on Thursdays. 
 

Metropolis of San Francisco  / Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of America 

December 17th,  2023  
11th Sunday of Matthew   

Mission Statement 

To Engage, Serve, and Enrich the lives of Orthodox Christians, through 
Word, Worship, and Outreach, and to Welcome all people to live the Orthodox 

Christian way of life.   

http://www.stkatherinechurchaz.org
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 Hymns at the Small Entrance 
Resurrection Apolytikion 
Let the heavens rejoice, and let things on earth be glad, for the Lord has worked power with 
His arm; He has trampled upon death by death; He has become the first-born of the dead. 
From the bowels of Hades has He delivered us, and has granted great mercy to the world. 
Εὐ φραινέ σθω τα  οὐ ρα νια, ἀγαλλιάσθω τα  ἐπίγεια, ὅτι ἐποι ησέ κρα τος, ἐν βραχι ονι αὐ τοὐ , ὁ 
Κὐ ριος, ἐπάτησε τω   θανα τω  το ν θα νατον, πρωτο τοκος τω ν νέκρω ν ἐγένετο, ἐκ κοιλι ας ᾅδου 
ἐρρύσατο ἡμᾶς, και  παρέ σχέ τω   κο σμῳ το  μέγα ἔλεος. 
 

Apolytikion of the Forefathers 
By faith didst Thou justify the Forefathers, when through them Thou didst betroth Thyself 
aforetime to the Church from among the nations.  The Saints boast in glory that from their 
seed there is a glorious fruit, even she that bare Thee seedlessly.  By their prayers, O Christ 
God, save our souls. 
Ε ν πι στέι τοὐ ς Προπα τορας έ δικαι ωσας, τη ν έ ξ Ε θνω ν διʼ αὐ τω ν προμνηστέὐσα μένος Ε κκλησι αν. 
Καὐχω νται έ ν δο ξῃ οι  Ἅ γιοι, ο τι έ κ σπέ ρματος αὐ τω ν, ὐ πα ρχέι καρπο ς έὐ κλέη ς, η  α σπο ρως τέκοὐ σα  σέ. Ται ς 
αὐ τω ν ι κέσι αις, Χριστέ  ο  Θέο ς, σω σον τα ς ψὐχα ς η μω ν 
 

Apolytikion of St. Dionysius of Zakynthos 
The faithful son of Zakynthos, Aegina's wise prelate, the protector of the august Monastery of 
Strophada, O wise Dionysius, with one voice, all we the faithful honour thee and cry: By thy 
prayers, save them that keep thy memorial and cry unto thee sincerely: Glory to Christ Who 
hath glorified thee. Glory to Him Who hath made thee wondrous. Glory to Him Who made 
thee our unsleeping intercessor. 
Τη ς Ζακὐ νθοὐ το ν γο νον και  Ἅι γι νης το ν προ έδρον, το ν φροὐρο ν Μονη ς τω ν Στροφα δων, Διονὐ σιον 
α παντές, τιμη σωμέν σὐμφω νως οι  πιστοι , βοω ντές προ ς αὐ το ν έι λικρινω ς· σαι ς λιται ς τοὐ ς τη ν ση ν μνη μην 
έ πιτέλοὐ ντας, σω  ζέ και  βοω ντα ς σοι· Δο ξα τω   σέ  δοξα σαντι Χριστω  , δο ξα τω   σέ  θαὐμαστω σαντι, δο ξα τω   
δωρησαμέ νω  σέ η μι ν, πρέ σβὐν α κοι μητον. 

Apolytikion of St. Katherine 
Let us sing the praise of the Bride of Christ renown, * the Patroness of Sinai, Katherine Di-
vine. * Our assistance and protection, * for she has brilliantly subdued, * the impious refined, 
by the power of the Spirit. * She was crowned as a martyr of the Lord, * and for all, she en-
treats His great mercy.  
Τη ν πανέὐ φηµον νὐ µφην Χριστοὐ  ὐ µνη σωµέν, Ἅι κατέρι ναν τη ν θέι αν και  πολιοὐ χον Σινα , τη ν βοη θέιαν 
η µω ν και  α ντι ληψιν, ο τι έ φι µωσέ λαµπρω ς, τοὐ ς κοµψοὐ ς τω ν α σέβω ν, τοὐ  Πνέὐ µατος τῃ  µαχαι ρα , και  
νὐ ν ω ς Μα ρτὐς στέφθέι σα, αι τέι ται πα σι το  µέ γα έ λέος. 
Kontakion   
On this day the Virgin cometh to the cave to give birth to God the Word ineffably, Who was 
before all the ages. Dance for joy, O earth, on hearing the gladsome tidings; with the Angels 
and the shepherds now glorify Him Who is willing to be gazed on as a young Child Who before 
the ages is God. 
Ἡ  Παρθέ νος ση μέρον, το ν προαιω νιον Λο γον, έ ν Σπηλαι ω  έ ρχέται, α ποτέκέι ν α πορ ρ η τως. Χο ρέὐέ η  
οι κοὐμέ νη α κοὐτισθέι σα, δο ξασον μέτα  Ἅ γγέ λων και  τω ν Ποιμέ νων, βοὐληθέ ντα έ ποφθη ναι, Παιδι ον νέ ον, 
το ν προ  αι ω νων Θέο ν. 
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Epistle Reading:  Colossians 3:4-11 

Brethren, when Christ who is our life appears, then you also will appear with him in glory. 
Put to death therefore what is earthly in you: fornication, impurity, passion, evil desire, and 
covetousness, which is idolatry. On account of these the wrath of God is coming upon the 
sons of disobedience. In these you once walked, when you lived in them. But now put them 
all away: anger, wrath, malice, slander, and foul talk from your mouth. Do not lie to one an-
other, seeing that you have put off the old nature with its practices and have put on the new 
nature, which is being renewed in knowledge after the image of its creator. Here there can-
not be Greek and Jew, circumcised and uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian, slave, free man, 
but Christ is all, and in all.  

Πρὸς Κολοσσαεῖς 3:4-11 

Ἅ δέλφοι , ο ταν ο  Χριστο ς φανέρωθῃ , η  ζωη  η μω ν, το τέ και  ὐ μέι ς σὐ ν αὐ τω   φανέρωθη σέσθέ έ ν δο ξῃ. 
Νέκρω σατέ οὐ ν τα  μέ λη ὐ μω ν τα  έ πι  τη ς γη ς, πορνέι αν, α καθαρσι αν, πα θος, έ πιθὐμι αν κακη ν, και  τη ν 
πλέονέξι αν, η τις έ στι ν έι δωλολατρέι α, διʼ α  έ ρχέται η  ο ργη  τοὐ  θέοὐ  έ πι  τοὐ ς ὐι οὐ ς τη ς α πέιθέι ας· Ε ν οι ς 
και  ὐ μέι ς πέριέπατη σατέ  ποτέ, ο τέ έ ζη τέ έ ν αὐ τοι ς. Νὐνι  δέ  α πο θέσθέ και  ὐ μέι ς τα  πα ντα, ο ργη ν, θὐμο ν, 
κακι αν, βλασφημι αν, αι σχρολογι αν έ κ τοὐ  στο ματος ὐ μω ν· μη  ψέὐ δέσθέ έι ς α λλη λοὐς, α πέκδὐσα μένοι το ν 
παλαιο ν α νθρωπον σὐ ν ται ς πρα ξέσιν αὐ τοὐ , και  έ νδὐσα μένοι το ν νέ ον, το ν α νακαινοὐ μένον έι ς έ πι γνωσιν 
κατʼ έι κο να τοὐ  κτι σαντος αὐ το ν· ο ποὐ οὐ κ έ νι Ε λλην και  Ἰ οὐδαι ος, πέριτομη  και  α κροβὐστι α, βα ρβαρος, 
Σκὐ θης, δοὐ λος, έ λέὐ θέρος· α λλα  τα  πα ντα και  έ ν πα σιν Χριστο ς.  

 
Gospel Reading:  Luke 14:16-24 

The Lord said this parable: "A man once gave a great banquet, and invited many; and at the 
time of the banquet he sent his servant to say to those who had been invited, 'Come; for all is 
now ready.' But they all alike began to make excuses. The first said to him, 'I have bought a 
field, and I go out and see it; I pray you, have me excused.' And another said, 'I have bought 
five yoke of oxen, and I must go to examine them; I pray you, have me excused.' And another 
said, 'I have married a wife, and therefore I cannot come.' So the servant came and reported 
this to his master. Then the householder in anger said to his servant, 'Go out quickly to the 
streets and lanes of the city, and bring in the poor and maimed and blind and lame.' And the 
servant said, 'Sir, what you commanded has been done, and there is still room.' And the 
master said to the servant, 'Go out to the highways and hedges, and compel people to come 
in, that my house may be filled. For I tell you, none of those men who were invited shall taste 
my banquet. For many are called, but few are chosen.'"  

Ἐκ τοῦ Κατὰ Λουκᾶν 14:16-24 Εὐαγγελίου τὸ Ἀνάγνωσμα 

Ει πέν ο  Κὐ ριος τη ν παραβολη ν ταὐ την· Ἅ νθρωπο ς τις έ ποι ησέ δέι πνον μέ γα και  έ κα λέσέ πολλοὐ ς· και  
α πέ στέιλέ το ν δοὐ λον αὐ τοὐ  τῃ  ω ρα  τοὐ  δέι πνοὐ έι πέι ν τοι ς κέκλημέ νοις· έ ρχέσθέ, ο τι η δη έ τοιμα  έ στι 
πα ντα. και  η ρξαντο α πο  μια ς παραιτέι σθαι πα ντές. ο  πρω τος έι πέν αὐ τω  · α γρο ν η γο ρασα, και  έ χω 
α να γκην έ ξέλθέι ν και  ι δέι ν αὐ το ν· έ ρωτω  σέ, έ χέ μέ παρῃτημέ νον. και  έ τέρος έι πέ· ζέὐ γη βοω ν η γο ρασα 
πέ ντέ, και  πορέὐ ομαι δοκιμα σαι αὐ τα · έ ρωτω  σέ, έ χέ μέ παρῃτημέ νον. και  έ τέρος έι πέ· γὐναι κα έ γημα, και  
δια  τοὐ το οὐ  δὐ ναμαι έ λθέι ν. και  παραγένο μένος ο  δοὐ λος έ κέι νος α πη γγέιλέ τω   κὐρι ω  αὐ τοὐ  ταὐ τα. το τέ 
ο ργισθέι ς ο  οι κοδέσπο της έι πέ τω   δοὐ λω  αὐ τοὐ · έ ξέλθέ ταχέ ως έι ς τα ς πλατέι ας και  ρ ὐ μας τη ς πο λέως, και  
τοὐ ς πτωχοὐ ς και  α ναπη ροὐς και  χωλοὐ ς και  τὐφλοὐ ς έι σα γαγέ ω δέ. και  έι πέν ο  δοὐ λος· κὐ ριέ, γέ γονέν ω ς 
έ πέ ταξας, και  έ τι το πος έ στι . και  έι πέν ο  κὐ ριος προ ς το ν δοὐ λον· έ ξέλθέ έι ς τα ς ο δοὐ ς και  φραγμοὐ ς και  
α να γκασον έι σέλθέι ν, ι να γέμισθῃ  ο  οι κος μοὐ. λέ γω γα ρ ὐ μι ν ο τι οὐ δέι ς τω ν α νδρω ν έ κέι νων τω ν 
κέκλημέ νων γέὐ σέται  μοὐ τοὐ  δέι πνοὐ. Πολλοι  γα ρ έι σιν κλητοι , ο λι γοι δέ  έ κλέκτοι .  
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Services—Week of December 17th  
 

Sunday, December 17th- 11th Sunday of Matthew 
8:15 a.m. Orthros 

9:30 a.m. Divine Liturgy 
Memorial Service: 40 Days-James Columbus, Ruth Sarantis 

 

Friday, December 22nd  
8:00 a.m. Royal Hours for The Nativity of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ 

Saturday, December 23rd 
6:00 p.m. Great Vespers 

Sunday, December 24th – Holy Nativity Vigil Service  
8:30 – 9:45 p.m. Great Vespers  

9:45 – 11:30 p.m. Orthros 
11:30 p.m. Divine Liturgy 

Today we Commemorate: 
• Daniel the Prophet & Ananias, Azarias, & Misail, the Three Holy Youths 
• Dionysius of Zakynthos 

The holy hierarch, Saint Dionysius, who was born and reared on Zakynthos, was the son of 
pious and wealthy parents, Mocius and Paulina by name. In his youth he entered the ancient 
monastery of the Strophada Islands, which lie south of Zakynthos, and there he donned the 
monastic habit. Later, he was appointed Archbishop of Aegina, and adorned its throne for a 
considerable time. Thereafter he returned to his homeland. One incident in his life especially 
reveals to what virtue he attained. A man came to him in desperation, witnessing that he had 
committed a murder, and was being pursued by the slain man's family. He asked Saint Dio-
nysius to give him refuge. The Saint agreed to this, upon learning that it was his own brother 
whom the man had slain, he said nothing, but concealing the agony of his grief, hid him. 
When the Saint's kinsmen arrived at the monastery, he told them that the Murderer had gone 
by such and such a way. When they had departed, he admonished the man concerning the 
gravity of his sin, instructed him in repentance, and sent him off in peace having forgiven 
him his brother's murder. According to local tradition, this man later returned and became a 
monk at this same monastery. Saint Dionysius reposed in peace in 1621, leaving behind his 
sacred and incorrupt relics as a treasure for his fellow citizens.  

Making of a Catechumen Service: Today at St. Katherine, 11 of our Inquirers will become   
Catechumens. These beautiful people have been dedicated and diligent in their studies,     
participation in the services and involvement in our community events over the past several 
months. Please welcome them, introduce yourselves and get to know them. 
Jonathan Massey, Wayne Adams, Judi Browne, Joshua Childress, Nancy Zine, Jacob Boldman, 
Gianna Walker, Shawn Johnson, Samantha Johnson, Bill Wiggins, Stephanie Wiggins 

There will be a catechumens’ meeting in the conference room after Liturgy this 
morning. All Catechumens, please attend.  

http://www.goarch.org/chapel/saints?contentid=341
http://www.goarch.org/chapel/saints?contentid=342
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Helpful Information: 
 

 

Sunday School: Sunday School meets after Communion on Sunday mornings. Grades 
Pre-K through 8th grade meet in the 4th acre house. Grades 9-12 meet in the confer-
ence room up in the choir loft.   
  

Fellowship Hour: The Parish Council is are sponsoring Fellowship Hour this morn-
ing.  Please note– Due to a hall rental, Fellowship Hour on Sunday, December 31st, 
will be shortened.   
 

Dean Pappas Memorial Bookstore: Open after the dismissal of Divine Liturgy. 
 

Please make every effort to arrive for services a little early. If you happen to arrive 
late, please observe the following moments in the Divine Liturgy when you should 
not enter the Nave but wait quietly in the Narthex.  You may enter after these mo-
ments: 

•  The Priest censing 
•  The Small Entrance 
•  The Great Entrance 
•  Epistle Reading 

 

Confession Times: 
• Saturdays from 5:30 - 6:00 p.m.  
• During Great Vespers immediately following the Great Censing. Please wait in the 
front pews closest to the  Bishop’s Throne. 
• By appointment (Please contact the church office) 

 
Resources:  

*Complete Church Calendar: https://stkatherineaz.org/parish-calendar  
*Sunday Homilies:  https://stkatherineaz.org/homilies  
*For Orthros (Matins) Text visit: AGES Digital Chant Stand 
*Saints, Feasts, Epistle & Gospel readings: https://www.goarch.org/chapel/calendar 
*Livestream on YouTube: https://www.youtube.com/
@stkatherinegreekorthodoxch8030/streams 

                               
                                          

 Please silence cell phones when in church.     

• Gospel Reading 
• The Homily 
• Consecration of the Gifts 
• The Lord's Prayer 

https://stkatherineaz.org/parish-calendar
https://stkatherineaz.org/homilies
https://st-katherine.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=4790d80484c9448c0ed8b0053&id=bb6a620e58&e=710f61ec8f
https://st-katherine.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=4790d80484c9448c0ed8b0053&id=011d2c2a6b&e=710f61ec8f
https://www.youtube.com/@stkatherinegreekorthodoxch8030/streams
https://www.youtube.com/@stkatherinegreekorthodoxch8030/streams
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Prayer Requests  
(Prayers for the living will be retained on the list for 40 days.)  

I Peter 4:7 Be serious and discipline yourselves in prayer. Cast all your anxiety on Him be-
cause He cares for you.   

Living: 

• Peace in the Holy Land and in Ukraine 
• Dimitri, for healing 
• Innocent, for health and healing 
• Georgia L. for suitable housing 
• Joann, for health and healing 
• Maria & Edith for health and healing 
• Ethan, for health and healing 
• Annie and son Levi, for diagnosis and therapy 
• Drew, for suitable employment 
• For our Sunday School teachers and students 
• For our catechumens and inquirers 
• For those impacted by wars, earthquakes, fires, and floods around the world 
• For Fr. Nicholas, the staff, and boys at St. Innocent Orphanage 
 

Departed: 

• James C. Columbus + 

• Joan Perikly + 

• Irene Lalagos + 
 

Hrisi Parea St. Katherine Seniors 
 

Please join us for our annual  Christmas Party! 
 Thursday, December 21, 2023 @ 12:00PM 

@ Daryl & Kathy Connell’s Home 
9120 E. Country Club Drive - Sun Lakes, AZ 85248 

 
Join us for a delicious lunch and a fun    afternoon! 

 
MEMBERS - OLD & NEW- WELCOME 

For Reservations and More Information Contact: 
Text: Daryl Connell (602) 315-3159 
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St. Irene Philoptochos 
Holiday Basket Donations 

 

Please help us provide a special Christmas dinner for families in our 
parish who are in need of a helping hand. To donate, see Dianne Evrip-
idou, Marjie Thorpe,  or any board member.  Please make checks to St. 
Irene Philoptochos.  All donations are greatly appreciated.! 

 

 Sunday,  December 17 – 11:00AM to 1:00PM     
Saturday, December 23 & Saturday December 30 - 12:00PM – 3:00PM 

Pre-order your baked goods online: orders.ATasteofGreeceAZ.com and pick-up at sale so 
you have them for Christmas & New Years or contact: Marjie Thorpe @ Church Office – 
480 899-3330, or email Kathy Connell @ madgreekkathy@aol.com 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Holiday Bake Sale Order Form 

 # of Packages                                                                                    Amount 

 _______         Koulourakia – 1 Dozen -                                       $10.00         ____________ 

 _______         Kourabiedes – ½ Dozen -                                        $8.00         ____________ 

 _______       Melomakarona – ½ Dozen -                                    $8.00         ____________   

________         Baklava  – 12 Petite Pieces -                                 $18.00         ____________ 

________         Sweet Bread  - 1  Loaf  -                                        $15.00          ____________  

________         Variety Pack   –                                                     $25.00          ____________                   

                           (3 Melo; 3 Kourabiethes; 6 Koulourakia, 8 Petite Baklava)                          

________         Hostess Tray -  Wrapped -                                         $35.00       ____________   

                           (6 Melo; 6 Kourabiethes; 12 Petite Baklava)                                  

                                                                                                                  Total      __________                                                                     

Name_________________________________           Phone #_______________________  

St. Irene Philoptochos – HOLIDAY BAKE SALE 

St. Irene Philoptochos Christmas Dinner Social 
 

Thursday, December 28th 5:30PM – 7:30pm 
Please join us for Food & Fellowship, spouses and new members are 
welcome! 
Sunset Grill (order from the menu) 
25601 S. Sun Lakes Blvd, Sun Lakes, AZ 85248 

To RSVP  and for directions– Email Linda Blazev – philoptochos@stkatherineaz.org 
Or text: Kathy Connell 602-524-1959 

mailto:philoptochos@stkatherineaz.org
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Sunday School Christmas Pageant 

St. Katherine's  Sunday School Christmas Pageant will be taking place 
this Sunday after liturgy in the community center. 
Parents, please stop by on your way into Liturgy to get your children 
in costume. Sunday school will be released at its normal time.    

Welcome to Our Visitors 
We welcome you with open arms and joy in our Lord , we hope 
your experience at St. Katherine's is a blessing for you.   
Only those who are Baptized and/or Chrismated in the Orthodox 
faith may receive Holy Communion. If you are not Orthodox, you 
may approach the Chalice for a blessing.  To do this, come to the chalice and simply 
say, “a blessing please.”  
Orthodox Christians desiring to  receive the Body of Blood of Christ must ensure 
proper preparation through confession (minimum 4 times a year),  reconciliation in 
your heart with all, and observation of the fasting guidelines set forth by the Church.   

If you have any questions please contact Fr. Timothy:  frtimskchurch@gmail.com   

Bookstore Open for Holiday Shopping 

The Bookstore has been restocked for the holiday season, and 
will be open on Sundays after Liturgy. 

  

Requests for specific icons, books, or supplies may be made by 
emailing Carol Stathopoulos at cnsgreek@aol.com. 
For icons please specify subject and size: 4x6”,  8x10”,  11x14”, 
etc.  Please note:  icons take between 2 and 6 weeks for delivery depending on avail-
ability either here in the United States or in Greece. 
For books please specify title and author. 
For all other items please describe as accurately as possible: size, materials, and 
quantity.  
Bookstore will restock supplies such as charcoal, incense, candles, prayer cards, 
prayer ropes and bracelets, as in the past. 
Future prices will reflect increases in product costs and shipping charges.  Every 
effort is made to obtain the lowest prices for quality products.  The bookstore pric-
ing does not include a markup for profit.  All bookstore personnel volunteer their 
time and efforts.  

mailto:frtimskchurch@gmail.com
mailto:cnsgreek@aol.com
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YEAR END GIVING GUIDELINES  | Deadline December 31st  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

With the nativity season approaching and 2023 drawing to a close, we would like to offer 
guidance on how St. Katherine Greek Orthodox Church will be handling 2023 contributions as 
well as 2024 contributions. 
 
The church office will be closed from Friday, December 29, 2023, through Monday, January 1, 
2024. 
 
The IRS’s basic rule is a gift must be “delivered” to the church by December 31 for the gift to 
count as a contribution for that calendar year. The date of delivery depends on how the gift 
was made and delivered.  
• In Person – Physically received in the church office by December 30th during normal of-
fice hours. (Please keep in mind that the normal office hours are Tuesday-Thursday, 9:30am
-3:30pm) 

• US Postal Service – Postmarked by December 31st. 
• Private Delivery Service such as FedEx or UPS – Physically received in the church office by 
December 30th during normal office hours. (Please keep in mind that the normal office hours 
are Tuesday-Thursday, 9:30am-3:30pm) 

Online Giving through the St Katherine web site needs to be completed before December 31st. 
If using a credit card, it must be “fully processed” i.e. approved by the credit card issuer by 
December 31st. 
Payment made by check should be dated “December 31, 2023” and the memo line should in-
dicate which contribution year (“2023” or “2024”) the payment is for. 
 
Donation of stock(s) allow a member to support the church without affecting personal cash 
flow. Generally speaking, the most tax-advantaged approach is to donate stock held for more 
than one year that has appreciated in value. This provides for a larger charitable contribution 
and avoids tax on the capital gain. For stocks with a loss, it is advisable to sell it first and then 
donate the cash. If you are considering either option, please consult with your tax or financial 
advisor. Please contact Glenn Thorpe for our account information if you wish to donate stock. 
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Qualified Charitable Distribution (QCD) from an IRA 
Many older parishioners hold tax-deferred Individual Retirement Accounts or IRA’s, which 
probably began as 401K accounts while still working.  The accounts were funded with earn-
ings PRE-TAX (the money was removed from your paycheck BEFORE taxes were deduct-
ed).  When you retire, these funds are used as a source of income for your expenses.  Since 
they were not taxed when deposited into the 401K/IRA, these funds are FULLY TAXABLE as 
ordinary income when they are withdrawn in your retirement.  Withdrawals can be made 
without penalty any time after age 59½. At age 72 (73 if you turn 72 after December 31, 
2022), you are REQUIRED to withdraw a “Required Minimum Distribution” or RMD each year 
in an amount based on your age and the balance in your IRA.  You will be required to pay tax 
on this withdrawal as if it were ordinary earned income. 
  
In 2006, a provision of the Pension Protection Act of 2006 (P.L. 109-280) established the 
“Qualified Charitable Distribution” or QCD. Eligibility for making QCDs from a taxable IRA 
begins at age 70½.  A QCD is a VOLUNTARY withdrawal from your IRA, up to $100000 in 2023 
($105000 in 2024), which is paid DIRECTLY to a qualified charity or tax-exempt organization 
(like St. Katherine). The donor pays NO TAX on the withdrawal and, as a tax-exempt entity, 
the charity or church pays no tax either.  When you file your tax return, you can normally de-
duct the full amount of the QCD if you itemize deductions.  This is a “win-win” in that you 
can donate to the church or other qualified entity, pay no tax, and have the recipient benefit 
in the full amount of your QCD.  Any amount donated as a QCD in a given year is deducted 
from the required RMD amount for that year, up to and including your entire RMD amount 
(subject to the $100000 ($105000 in 2024) limit). 
  
This option requires some advance planning so individuals considering it should consult a 
tax professional and/or financial advisor to ensure that all the above conforms to your per-
sonal situation and circumstances before making any withdrawals or donations. 
 

Advance Charitable Deduction is another option where you might consider pre-paying part 
or all of your 2024 giving, thus advancing the deduction into 2023. [This can be especially 
helpful to individuals who marginally itemize their deductions, possibly allowing them to itemize 
for 2023 and then take the standard deduction for 2024.] 
 
This letter is not intended to provide legal, tax, or investment advice. You should consult 
your legal, tax, or investment advisors for advice. 
   
 Sincerely, 
  
 Antigoni Bhatia 

Treasurer 
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Icon Adornment Sponsorship 
 

Icon Decoration Sponsorship Request Form   

The Flower Ministry at St. Katherine serves to beautify our Church at the following times of 
the year: 

• September 8th The Nativity of the Theotokos  
• September 14th The Exaltation of the Cross  
• November 21st The Entrance Into the Temple of the Theotokos  
• November 25th St. Katherine the Great Martyr 
• December 25th The Nativity of Christ  
• January 6th Theophany  
• February 2nd The Presentation of Christ  
• March 25th The Annunciation of the Theotokos 
• Akathist Services (Five Fridays in Great Lent)  
• Palm Sunday (Sunday before Pascha)  
• Every Service during Holy Week beginning Sunday evening with the Bridegroom 

Service (Sunday evening through Holy Pascha) 
• Holy Pascha  
• The Ascension of Christ (40 days after Pascha) 
• Holy Pentecost (50 days after Pascha) 
• August 6th The Transfiguration of Christ  
• August 15th The Dormition of the Theotokos   

 
If you would like to sponsor the decoration of an icon of a saint or feast day not listed above, 
please complete the information below and return it to the church    office, at least 4 weeks 
in advance and  the Flower Ministry will decorate the appropriate icon for that day.  
 

Donations are appreciated and will be designated specifically for the Flower Ministry. 
Date of request: ______________________________ 
Requested by: _______________________________ 
Saint/Feast Day and Date: ________________________ 
In memory or in honor of: ________________________ 

Arizona Hellenic Foundation Scholarships 

The Arizona Hellenic Foundation has several scholarships available for eligi-
ble students. For eligibility requirements and scholarship application please 
visit the foundation's website, "Azhellenic.org". 
 

Applications are due by April 1, 2024. 
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 Apokries 2024—Save the Date! 

 

 

 



15 

 

Our Parish Family 

If you are new to our parish and would like to become a member, please contact our 
Church office: office@st-katherineaz.org or call 480-899-3330.   
 

To subscribe to our newsletter please visit:  
https://stkatherineaz.org/  
 

If you are visiting and/or inquiring about the Orthodox faith and are interested in 
learning more, please contact Fr. Timothy: frtimskchurch@gmail.com   

 

2024 Stewardship Pledge Cards Now Available at the Candle Stand 

Please be sure to complete and submit a 2024 Stewardship Pledge Card 

To establish/maintain stewardship, a Stewardship Pledge Card must be     
completed and submitted each year.  
(Completing and submitting a new card each year enables our accountant to 
keep accurate records.)  

mailto:office@st-katherineaz.org
https://stkatherineaz.org/
mailto:frtimskchurch@gmail.com
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New Convenient Ways to Give! 

 

Hover your phone camera over 
the QR code, which will take 
you to our website. From the 
menu, click on the Stewardship 
tab. 
Digital payment platforms    
allow the church to accept 
stewardship, general or       
specific donations for any 
ministry.  To ensure your      
donation is properly allocated, 
please make a 
note in the 
memo              
indicating your 
wishes. 

 

2024 Stewardship Cards  Available Now! 
 

 163 families have pledged $326,062  
To establish/maintain stewardship, a 
Stewardship Pledge Card must be     
completed and submitted each year. 
(Completing and submitting a new card 
each year enables our accountant to keep accurate   
records.)  

Light a Virtual Candle   
"I am the light of the world; he who 
follows me will not walk in darkness 
but will have the light of life. (John 
8:12) 

At times it may not be possible to physically go to 
church and light a candle, so we offer this option for 

those who would like to make an offering of prayer and 
faith by lighting a virtual candle.                               

https://stkatherineaz.org/light-a-candle 

https://stkatherineaz.org/light-a-candle

